
December 29, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the year end meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All Commissioners were 
present.       
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of a 
resolution to Commit Election Equipment funds, a resolution to transfer funds from Ditch 73 to Ditch 17, a Letter of 
Engagement from the Office of the State Auditor, and Kelly Kappes has asked me to bring forward the plumbing issue in 
the Ladies restroom, as well as approval of Social Services bills in the amount of $38,852.04.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall brought forward the addendum to Memorandum of Agreement Between the University of Minnesota and 
Norman County for providing Extension programs locally and Employing County Extension Staff as provided by the 
University of Minnesota.  This addendum would replace Table A in the Memorandum of Agreement decreasing the AFNR 
Extension Educator position to reflect the transfer of the Ag Inspector duties back to Norman County effective January 1, 
2021.  This puts the AFNR position as a 0.4 FTE at an annual amount of $38,683.20.  Following discussion, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the Addendum to the Memorandum of Agreement between the University of 
Minnesota and Norman County for providing Extension services.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward the year-end Social Services bills as had been transmitted to Commissioners by Taylor 
Holzer, Fiscal Officer, for approval in the amount of $38,852.04.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the 
bills as submitted.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Chairman Hall then asked if Commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented:  
 
Revenue - $ 30,120.39  Road & Bridge - $ 79,152.44 Building - $ 7,103.47 
 
Social Services - $  976.33  County EDA - $ 200.00  Public Health - $  3,752.36 
 
Solid Waste - $ 1,310.01  County Homes - $ 250.93  Airport Authority - $ 6,288.92 
 
Watershed Ditch - $ 95,865.67 TOTAL - $ 225,020.52  
    
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
A/T Hanson then asked for approval for an additional $133,082.23 to be paid on Thursday as these bills came in too late 
for this meeting.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the additional bills.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:30 a.m.  Peggy Nord, representing Norman County Social Services, addressed the board for approval of the 2021 
Support Services Agreement for Norman County Children’s Collaborative and the Northwestern Mental Health Center.   
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve 2021 Services Agreement with Northwestern Mental Health.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
At 9:35 a.m. A/T Hanson addressed the board with a resolution for adding to the Committed Election Equipment Fund 
Balance.  Donna explained that this is money remaining in her 2020 Elections equipment budget and that what 
equipment she purchased for elections this year she was able to purchase with CARES Act and Elections grant funds, so 
she would like to transfer this unused equipment monies into the committed fund for future Election Equipment 
purchases.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt resolution CR 12-29-2020-1 A Resolution for Adding to the 
Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote 
there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously.   
 



At 9:45 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with her COVID-19 update.  
Sarah noted that Public Health would be receiving 100 doses of the Moderna vaccine today for the first responders, so 
they would be setting up a time next week to give these.  Ms. Kjono also noted that Essentia Health had received a 
number of Pfizer vaccines last week for their staff.  Director Kjono also noted that there are two active cases in Norman 
County at this time and she is thankful for the lower numbers at this time.   
 
At 9:50 a.m. Ben Fall, Chief Deputy, addressed the board with a request to allow carryover of vacation hours beyond the 
normally allowed amount for himself and Dispatcher Nichole Thompson.  Ben stated that he had 130 hours needing to be 
carried over as well as Nichole needing to carryover 37 hours beyond the normally allowed amount.  After some 
discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow the additional carryover of hours for Ben Fall and Nichole 
Thompson.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward discussion on County Ditch 17 with a proposed resolution to borrow from County Ditch 73 
to bring County Ditch 17 to a positive fund balance before year-end.  After considerable discussion, no action was taken 
at this time.   
 
At 10:10 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Engineer, addressed the board with a proposal to purchase two additional pickup 
vehicles, a 2021 Ram 2500 Crew Cab 4 from Kelly’s Chrysler, and a 2021 Chevrolet 2500 HD Double Cab from Lee Bros.  
After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the purchase of the requested vehicles.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought before the board the Letter of Engagement from the Office of the State Auditor for the 2020 
Financial Audit.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Letter of Engagement, Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Hall and A/T Hanson signed the letter and A/T Hanson will e-mail 
to State Auditor Bob Johnson.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the discussion of the plumbing issue in the Ladies Restroom.  Kelly Kappes, custodian, 
asked her to bring before the board the proposal that had been discussed and awarded in April of 2019 and still has not 
been done.  Mr. Kappes is wondering if he can just have the second bidder complete the work in order to get it taken 
care of.  Discussion ensued and board consensus was that the contractor who had been awarded the job should be 
contacted to see if he was intending to do the job and when he would be planning to complete this.  If the contractor had 
decided that he was no longer interested, the board would address the issue at the January 5th meeting.   
 
At 10:25 a.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


